
VIRGINIA ARCHAEOL OGY MONTH

OCTOBER 2007

Virginia Archaeology Month 2007 continues the
annual state-wide celebration of archaeology, presenting
an exciting calendar ofevents and an attractive new
poster on the theme ofEngaging Virginia's Past.APVA
Preservation Virginia and the Department of Historic
Resources are this year's Archaeology Month sponsors.

Please join in the fun and help highlight the
importance of Virginia's unique archaeological
resources to tourism,to education, and to understand-
ing the past.Volunteer to be a host for Virginia
Archaeology Month.Here are some suggestions:

Libraries- create window or lobby displays fea-
turing books, journals and magazines on archaeology;
develop special programs for kids, families or seniors;
host lectures on archaeological topics

Museums- develop new exhibits or promote your
existing archaeological displays in our Calendar, have
Fee Free days for special events at your facility

Historical Societies, Clubs, Special Interest Groups-
host lectures, workshops, or exhibits;work with local
archaeologists to provide hands-on experiences;encour-
age members to visit sites and exhibits during October

Colleges and Universities- encourage your faculty
and students to join in special community programs;
promote the archaeology curricula/field research of
your staff; develop exhibits for public spaces on campus

Hold an event!

Promote archaeology in Virginia!

Join in the fun!
Contact DHR staff for other ideas and suggestions.
Bob Jolley, Winchester Region,bob.jolley@dhr.virginia.gov
(540) 727-3442
Tom Klatka, Roanoke Region,tom.klatka@dhr.virginia.gov
(540) 857-6047
Chris Stevenson, Capital Region,chris.stevenson@dhr.vir-
ginia.gov  (804) 367-2323 x132
Dave Hazzard, Tidewater Region, dave.hazzard@dhr.vir-
ginia.gov  (757) 886-2820
Dee DeRoche, Chief Curator,
dee.deroche@dhr.virginia.gov  (804) 367-2323 x134

Address further questions and return your com-
pleted 2007 Event Information Form(s) to Dee at
DHR, 2801 Kensington Ave., Richmond,VA 23221 or
dee.deroche@dhr.virginia.gov 

Activities and events submitted by June 15 will
be listed in the Calendar ofEvents, which will be post-
ed on the Department of Historic Resources web site
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/arch_DHR/archaeo_inde
x.htm and sent to schools, all participating organiza-
tions, and other
friends ofarchaeol-
ogy. Hosts will also
receive posters to
display and distrib-
ute locally.
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Washington
and Lee
University
Laura Galke

Longdale Iron
Mining
Community
Archaeology

THROUGH AN AGREE-
MENT WITH THE NATION AL

FOREST, Washington and Lee
University (W&L) has conduct-
ed archaeological investigations
throughout the historic mining
community of Longdale, in
Alleghany County, Virginia. Located on George Washington and Thomas Jefferson

National Forests, these investigations were
primarily lead by Dr. John McDaniel,and
more recently by Dr. Alison Bell. Over the
years hundreds of students participated in
the field excavations, which concentrated on
the domestic homes occupied by the miners
and their families. With mining occurring in
the area since the 1820s, the excavations have
yielded a great deal ofartifacts and analyses
are ongoing. Papers presented by students
and staff at conferences have used the
archaeological discoveries to provide insights
into the mining activities, neighborhood
organization, and makeup of domestic habi-
tations, which consisted offamilies as well as
dormitory-style households.

This winter, the archaeology laboratory
at W&L was fortunate to have the assistance
of ASV volunteers (working as part of their
Virginia certification program), W&L staff,

ASV volunteers Chris and Trube Short labeling Longdale artifacts at
the W&L archaeology laboratory.

ASV volunteers Chris, Trube, and Millie Short labeling Longdale artif acts at the
W&L archaeology laboratory.
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and students who worked
diligently to process the
Longdale collections. Most
students participated in lab-
oratory processing and
analysis as part of an
anthropology class inde-
pendent study, but work
study opportunities provid-
ed another means oflearn-
ing basic laboratory skills.
Efforts this term have con-
centrated on providing stu-
dents with practical experi-
ence in artifact processing
and collections manage-
ment techniques.

The practical expe-
rience gained by two of the
independent study students
will really pay off, as they
have also enrolled in the
spring term course in

archaeological field and laboratory techniques. Their
extensive experience this winter in the laboratory will
serve them well as they process the artifacts that they
excavate this spring. In addition,these experienced stu-
dents will be able to help their classmates through the
various stages ofartifact processing.

For more information on W&L's work at
Longdale, please visit http://archaeology.wlu.edu/long-
dale.html. Visit the sociology and anthropology depart-
ment online at http://culture.wlu.edu/.
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W&L students Louise Bance, Seldon Clarke, and Phil
Gardiner perform the Beilstein test at the W&L
archaeology laboratory.

W&L junior Cour t Nexsen sorting ceramics at the W&L archaeology laboratory.

W&L students Louise Bance, Chris Santoro, Matt
Mason, and Seldon Clarke in the W&L archaeology
laboratory.



DATA Investigations
Update
David A. Brown

Jenkins Neck
THIS FALL, in response to continued erosion

along the north shore of the York River, DATA
Investigations returned to the Jenkins Neck Site
(44GL320),one ofGloucester County's earliest colonial
settlements. Patented in the 1640s, previous excavations
in the 1990s identified a post-in-ground structure and
associated domestic complex dating to the mid-17th
century. Multiple wells, a trash-filled cellar and sundry

postholes related to fencelines were excavated through
the work of the College of William and Mary's Center
for Archaeological Research and with funding from the
college as well as the Virginia Department of Historic
Resources (DHR) Threatened Sites fund.Excavations
recommenced in the fall of 2006 as a second post-in-
ground structure was identified eroding from the shore-
line. The site is receiving increased attention from the
local community as the erosion is also threatening to
expose graves from the 19th- and 20th-century ceme-
tery and the Middle Woodland period prehistoric
encampment exist within the site's boundaries.
Excavations are focusing on the documentation and
mitigation of cultural features currently eroding or in

danger of impact from proposed shoreline stabilization.
In addition, archaeologists have also identified and
begun excavations of a trash-filled mid-17th-century pit
feature, likely covering yet another well, as well as a
stratified prehistoric pit feature likely associated with the
Middle Woodland period occupation of the site.
Excavations are once again funded through the DHR's
Threatened Sites fund and will likely continue through
the winter as tides and weather permit. As of yet, no
historic burials have eroded,but with the loss ofmore
than four feet ofshoreline each year, the first grave will
likely be exposed before the end of2008.

Abingdon Glebe
In cooperation with the Fairfield Foundation

and Professor Martin Gallivan of the College of
William and Mary, DATA Investigations LLC under-
took an archaeological assessment ofthe Abingdon
Glebe property in Gloucester County. This rare exam-
ple of an early 18th-century glebe house survives in
remarkable shape despite being situated adjacent U.S.
Route 17. The glebe, including the building and sur-
rounding land,belonged to Abingdon Parish.The colo-
nial vestry used the income from the land to support
their activities, such as the care of widows and orphans.
In addition, the glebe served as the ecclesiastical office
and residence ofthe reverend.

The collaborative project,including students in
Gallivan's Archaeological Field Methods and Cultural
Resource Management classes, involved shovel testing
the approximately three-acre area surrounding the
standing structure at 25' intervals. All but five shovel
tests were positive, the majority containing 18th- and/or
19th-century material culture with at least five features

Glebe 1937 HABS
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Jenkins Neck 44GL320 - Feature 59,Nor th profile.



identified. These remain undisturbed beneath the plow-
zone and later deposits from when the building and sur-
rounding land served as an active plantation following
the forced sale to private owners in the early 19th cen-
tury. Early archaeological research by Douglas Sanford
in 1976 included the surface collection ofover fifty
acres surrounding the glebe. Sanford and the staff of
the Gloucester County Archaeology Project (GCAP)
registered seven multi-component sites, including occu-
pations from the Woodland Prehistoric period as well as
the 18th through 20th centuries. The current project
was undertaken to assist the present owners, St.James
Anglican/Episcopal Church of Mathews, in the man-
agement and protection ofits archaeological resources.
Gallivan's CRM class will complete the analysis and
write-up of the shovel test survey. A synthesis ofthis
work with a reanalysis ofthe GCAP survey and detailed
historical research on the property will result in a com-
prehensive report due out later this year.

Rosewell
Starting in April, DATA Investigations LLC will

initiate excavations into the interior ofthe Rosewell
manor house ruin in Gloucester County. Rosewell is
one of America's grandest colonial plantation homes
and arguably the finest example ofGeorgian architec-
ture in the colonies. The ruin was constructed by the
Page family during the second quarter of the eighteenth
century and survived until 1916 when a fire destroyed
the once stately plantation house. While archaeologists

first began excavations near the manor house in the late
1950s, only shallow excavations within the intact vault-
ed cellar touched the home's interior. A 10' x 15' exca-
vation block is planned for the interior ofthe northwest
corner room, adjacent one ofthe building's 17 fire
places. While the goal is to assist architects, architectur-
al historians, and structural engineers in evaluating the
condition of the ruin since its original assessment in
1981,we anticipate learning crucial information about
the building's interior arrangement,the lives of individ-
uals who lived within its walls, and the process ofdecay
and destruction that left the building in its current con-
dition.

Excavations are open to the public and volun-
teers are welcome on Saturday, April 28. Please
call/email ahead for reservations - 804-694-4775 or
Fairfield@inna.net.
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Rosewell Ruin Nor theast Corner.

Fairfield Foundation
Update
David A. Brown

Virginia Indians and the
Woodland Period at Fairfield

An initial shovel test survey of the Fairfield
property in 2000/2001 identified multiple discrete con-
centrations of Virginia Indian material culture related
specifically to the Woodland prehistoric period.An ini-
tial sampling ofone of these concentrations revealed
intact,stratified Middle Woodland period layers along

the southwestern faces ofsmall peninsulas separated by
springs and creek beds. Situated along the edge of
plowed areas, these contexts remained intact and sug-
gested similar areas may contain additional intact
deposits. Fairfield Foundation Staff Archaeologist
Sarah Heinsman recently supervised close-interval
shovel testing and test unit excavation at two additional
concentrations within the 60-acre Fairfield site revealing
a small-scale occupation of the site predominantly dat-
ing to the Middle and Late Woodland periods. Less
intensive occupations like this one are typically near
larger village sites with which they are associated. Test
unit excavation revealed two probable pit features along
the eastern edge of one of the test units. These pits
have great research potential and may be investigated at
a later date.
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The Search for 17th-century
Fairfield Plantation

Excavations by John Blair of Richard Bland
College of the College of William and Mary in 1963 and
1964 identified a brick-lined cellar with tile floor near
the ruin of the 1694 manor house at Fairfield planta-
tion. While he did not record the exact location of the
cellar, sufficient details describing its excavation led the
staff of the Fairfield Foundation to undertake a search
for this early colonial occupation area. Fairfield
Foundation Intern Mark Maloy conducted a close inter-
val shovel test survey and brick probe survey of the sus-
pected cellar location early this winter, identifying few
concentrations of 17th-century material culture, but
multiple brick rubble concentrations. Excavation of a
test unit into one ofthese concentrations was inconclu-
sive, but a large amount ofbrick was found throughout
the plow zone, along with a number ofhistoric artifacts
of various time periods. Whether this is the remains of
a brick building or clay borrow pit is still unclear.
Excavations are ongoing as the area, in general, has
excellent potential for multiple research questions at
Fairfield.

Fairfield Issue of the Quarterly
Bulletin of the Archeological
Society of Virginia

The Fairfield Foundation is pleased to announce
that the fall issue ofthe Quarterly Bulletin of the
Archeological Society ofVirginia will focus exclusively
on research into the prehistory and history of Fairfield
plantation. The issue will include eight articles and
cover a variety oftopics, including recent research into
the prehistory of the Fairfield property as well as the
search for the plantation's earliest colonial habitation in
the mid-17th century. Articles will examine the enig-
matic architecture of the 1694 plantation house, land-
scape change, and the digital reconstruction of the plan-
tation manor house and environment.Articles will also
examine the role of wine bottle seals in plantation cul-
ture, the clay borrow pit as microcosm ofthe plantation
environment,and the use ofmetal detecting to compli-
ment traditional survey techniques and help identify
non-agricultural buildings.

continued from page 5
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Archaeology at Mount
Vernon
Eleanor Breen

The First Barrel is Almost
Ready!

Over a period ofnearly ten years, archaeol-
ogists and restoration specialists have replicated
Washington's distillery on its original foundation,
located on Dogue Run adjacent to Washington's
gristmill. The Mount Vernon distillery officially
opened to the public on March 30th. Distillers in
18th-century attire will demonstrate to visitors the
historic process ofmak-
ing whiskey as we know
it based on excavations
and historical research.
A museum on the sec-
ond floor will serve as
the gateway to the
American Whiskey Trail
and will explore such
themes as how the dis-
tillery was discovered,
perceptions of spirits in
America, changes and
innovations in whiskey
production, how
whiskey was stored and
sold, and the relationship between George
Washington and whiskey.

When you visit the distillery, you will
not see any archaeological traces ofthe site.
You will, however, be able to view some of
the artifacts we uncovered on display in the
museum. The artifacts help tell the story of
whiskey production,the fate of Washington's
distillery, and the daily lives the workers.

Copper alloy distilling-r elated
artif acts on display: spigot

handle and body; rivets and
plate; and spout.

Reconstructed distillery with the millrace in the fore-
ground.

Furnaces housing 5
stills identified
archaeologically
inside the distillery.



IN 2005 AND 2006, Coastal Carolina Research,
Inc., (CCR) completed an identification survey and site
evaluations for the proposed Route 460 relocation in
southeastern Virginia. These investigations were fund-
ed by the Virginia Department of Transportation
(VDOT) and the U.S. Department of Transportation,
Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA).
The contents ofthis sum-
mary reflect the views of
CCR, and the author is
responsible for the accuracy
of the information present-
ed herein.

CCR's identification
survey covered a portion of
the interior Coastal Plain
involving a 27.8-mile-long
corridor between I-295 in
Prince George County and
Route 628 in Sussex County.
Due to the close proximity
of the Cactus Hill Site
(44SX0202),which provides
documentation of aeolian
processes leading to precon-
tact site burial and preserva-
tion, the possibility ofboth
buried upland sites and
buried floodplain or terrace
sites was keenly anticipated.
Where landforms suggested
the potential for aeolian or
fluvial deposits, or when
deep zones of fine
sands/sandy loams were
encountered below the A-
or Ap-Horizons, staff
members were aware of the
potential for buried sites.
Shovel test depths of
approximately 80-100 cm
were therefore common.
Such tests were successful
in locating a number of

upland and terrace sites that appeared to have been
buried through one or more process.

In addition to two previously recorded
resources, 60 new archaeological sites and 29 artifact
locations were documented during the identification
survey. Ten precontact sites were recommended as

PAGE 8 C O V A - I N C . O R G

VOL UME 24 N UMBER 1 V I R G I N I A A R C H A E O L O G I S T SPRING 2007

Coastal Carolina Research, Inc.
Susan Bamann

Sampled Profile from Precontact Site with Aeolian Deposits
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potentially eligible for the National Register ofHistoric
Places (NRHP). Sites 44PG0486,44PG499,and
44PG0504 were unattributed Native American lithic
scatters containing deeply buried artifacts. Sites
44PG0502, 44PG0506, 44PG0507, 44SX0344,
44SX0349,44SX0351,and 44SX0352 had possible
Early to Middle Woodland components and some deep
deposits. Of these seven,one (44SX0349) also had a
possible Early Archaic component, and one
(44PG0507) also had a possible Late Archaic compo-
nent.

Most of the precontact Native American sites
were in the Warwick Swamp, Second Swamp, or Black
Swamp drainages. Sites were typically on ridge toes or
terraces along tributaries to the swamps or in upland
areas adjacent to small tributaries or drainage heads.
Sites with possible Early to Middle Woodland compo-
nents include two site clusters. One cluster (44PG0502,
44PG0503,44PG0506 and 44PG0507) is located along
a tributary of Warwick Swamp within 500 m ofthe
main swamp channel. The second cluster (44SX0348,
44SX0349,44SX0351,and 44SX0352) is located along
intermittent tributaries within the Black Swamp
drainage. Since relatively few Native American sites
were previously recorded in the more remote tributary
stream settings within Prince George and Sussex
Counties, the results of the survey have altered our
expectations and suggest that future surveys in these
settings may be highly productive.

Historic sites included nineteenth- to twentieth-
century domestic components, a site with possible nine-
teenth-century tar kilns, and a late nineteenth- to early
twentieth-century cemetery. Eighteenth-century his-
toric sites, including two mid-century domestic sites
with the potential for intact remains (44SX0216 and
44SX0339),were also among the sites recorded. These
two sites, located in the Warwick Swamp drainage, sug-
gested potential for contrast with more intensively stud-
ied plantation areas along the major rivers in the region.
Site 44SX0216 yielded diverse ceramics including
Buckley ware, black-glazed redware, Westerwald
stoneware, creamware, and pearlware. Site 44SX0399,
less than a mile to the northwest,yielded tin-enameled
earthenware, white salt-glazed stoneware, Westerwald
stoneware, Fulham stoneware, black-glazed redware,
Jackfield,North Midlands slipped earthenware, Chinese
export porcelain, creamware, pearlware, and
colonoware.

The subsequent evaluations addressed 20 sites.
The precontact sites were generally interpreted as small
campsites or habitations. Early to Middle Woodland
components in the Warwick and Black Swamp drainages
yielded Stony Creek ceramics (44PG0502,44PG0504,
44SX0344,44SX0349,44SX0351,and 44SX0352),pos-
sible Prince George ware (44SX0344),and possible
Varina ware (44PG0507).Five Late Archaic broadspear
components (44PG499,44PG0504, 44PG0507,
44SX0349,and 44SX0352) were confirmed in the
Warwick and Black Swamp drainages and represented
the most common type ofArchaic component in the
project. Middle Archaic components were less com-
mon at the evaluated sites. Site 44PG0486,located in
the Second Swamp drainage, may contain a Stanly phase
component based on the presence ofa possible Stanly
Stemmed point.No Middle Archaic components were
investigated in the Warwick Swamp drainage, but
44SX0349,44SX0351,and 44SX0352 revealed a cluster
of Middle Archaic Morrow Mountain phase compo-
nents in the Black Swamp drainage. The same three
sites also contained evidence for an Early Archaic or
Late Paleoindian presence. Site 44SX0349 included
Palmer Corner Notched and Kirk Stemmed projectile
points, 44SX0351 yielded a Nottoway River Bifurcate
point,and 44SX0352 yielded a Kirk Stemmed point and
a Small Dalton point.

At sites 44PG0499 and 44SX0352,components
that have been buried through aeolian deposition were
positively identified. Artifacts were recovered up to
approximately 100 cm bgs, but the main concentrations
of material occurred at intermediate depths below lev-
els affected by bioturbation. Both sites were recom-
mended as eligible for the NRHP. Site 44PG0499 may
yield significant information on the Late Archaic broad-
spear tradition, while a possible Kirk component at
44SX0352 may yield significant information on the
Early Archaic to early Middle Archaic periods.

The remaining precontact sites were primarily
comprised of alluvial deposits, with the maximum
depth of artifact burial ranging from approximately 45
to 90 cm bgs. Logging disturbance and bioturbation
was documented at a number of these sites, and only
three (44PG0504,44SX0344,and 44SX0349) were rec-
ommended as eligible for the NRHP. A portion of site
44PG0504 contained an intact,buried concentration of
debitage and fire-cracked rock in association with a Late
Archaic Holmes Stemmed
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continued on page 10



point and an in-process
Savannah River point.
Intact Prince George ware
ceramic features at
44SX0344 suggest that it
may yield significant infor-
mation on the Early to
Middle Woodland periods.
Finally, 44SX0349 revealed
an intact, buried Late
Archaic broadspear compo-
nent with substantial
deposits of debitage and
fire-cracked rock from a
possible hearth area. The
site may also contain an
intact Middle Archaic
Morrow Mountain phase
component.

Historic site evalua-
tions indicated that
44SX0216 and 44SX0339
date to the late eighteenth
century and the third to
early fourth quarters of the
eighteenth century, respec-
tively. Site 44SX216 may
have been a tenant house or
a slave quarter on the prop-
erty of plantation owner
Henry Thompson,but the
site lacks significant
remains. Site 44SX339 was
similar in its lack of intact
subsurface remains and was
probably a wooden frame
dwelling with glazed windows and brick components. It
may have been one ofthe houses ofGlaister
Hunnicutt, a planter and prominent Quaker affiliated
with the Blackwater Monthly Meeting.

Site 44SN0258 contained the buried remains of
a possible furnace for a late eighteenth-century still.
The site is located along the Blackwater River, and the
possible furnace was sealed in place by flood deposits.
The site was recommended as significant for its ability
to yield information on eighteenth-century distilling and
independent farm industries.

Other historic sites that were evaluated range in
initial occupation date from the second quarter of the
eighteenth century (44IW0248) to the mid- to late nine-
teenth century (44SN0255,44SN0256,44SN0260,and
44IW0169).Most of the sites were heavily cultivated
and did not appear to retain significant subsurface
remains. Analysis of the evaluation artifact assem-
blages, however, did provide information on rural life-
ways and changes in economic prosperity during the
postbellum period.
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Possible Still Furnace at 44SN0258



THE FINAL DRAFT of the Integrated Cultural
Resources Management Plan for Marine Corps Base
Quantico, Virginia is now available - comment by inter-
ested parties to be addressed in future updates. The
document will be available in .pdfform on a web site in
the coming months. Prior to this, printed copies or
electronic .pdf copies can be obtained by contacting
John Haynes at 703-432-6781 or
john.h.haynes@usmc.mil .

Fieldwork for Section 110 compliance has pro-
gressed at Quantico from the efforts of the staff as well
as contractors and  private researchers. Fieldwork by
the Base Archaeologist has recorded 20 new sites with
VDHR and another 15 have been field inspected or test-
ed and plotted with GPS for inclusion on the GIS.
Included among these are two mills, a church, several
farmsteads (three dating to the 18th century),a possible
Civil War entrenchment,World War I Marine Corps
training trenches, stone and earthen features of uncer-
tain age, and several prehistoric lithic scatters.

In August and December 2006 two National
Register eligible historic period sites were given protec-
tive coverings to 'harden' them against intrusive vegeta-
tion, relic hunting, and incidental intrusion by troops
during training. Laurie Rush, archaeologist at Fort
Drum,New York along with a crew from the Integrated
Training Area Management organization designed and
implemented coverings including covering foundations
with geotextile, earth, sand,and gravel, capping wells,
and stabilizing a chimney with a wooden framework; as
well as installing signs and permanent copper sheathed
datum stakes. The project was funded by the
Department of Defense's Legacy Program for cultural
and natural resource protection at installations as a
demonstration project for site hardening techniques
developed at Fort Drum. The sites treated were two
country store/residences dating from the early 19th
century through the second quarter of the 20th century,
Horton's Store (44PW0906) and the Stafford Store
Residence (44ST0215).The Virginia Department of
Historic Resources was consulted prior to the installa-

tion of these measures.
Consultants completed reports on fieldwork

from Fiscal Year 2004,2005,and some of2006. The
2004 report included Phase II excavations on two 19th-
through 20th-century sites, one a store, and the other a
farmstead,detailed mapping ofa World War I era train-
ing trench network (other than those listed above),and
test excavations on a World War I era Marine Corps
dump for Section 110 compliance and advance plan-
ning. Reports for 2005 include Phase I Section 106
compliance surveys for a tank trail and timber harvest
units totaling 212 acres. These surveys identified 13
sites, mostly late 19th- through mid 20th-century domi-
ciles, but with one non-diagnostic prehistoric site, and
one non-diagnostic prehistoric site component.Surveys
in 2006 have included Phase I surveys for timber har-
vest areas and areas under study for future development
related to the expansion ofMarine Corps activities and
relocation of Department of Defense agencies under
direction ofthe Base Realignment and Closing commis-
sion. The latter total 126 acres of new survey within
which five 20th-century domiciles and one two non-
diagnostic prehistoric sites were identified. A Phase I
survey for a riparian buffer (a mitigation measure to
compensate for watershed impacts) identified an addi-
tional component to the extensive Confederate winter
camp, the Evansport Cantonment (44PW0917),inter-
preted as a guardhouse at the entrance to the camps.
The boundary of the National Register of Historic
Places eligible site has been adjusted accordingly.

Historical researcher Edward Wright Haile has
been working with Base Archaeologist John Haynes on
locating features aboard the Base described in Capt.
John Smith's account ofthe 1608 exploration of the
Chesapeake Bay. While exploring the Potomac River,
Smith and his crew traveled inland along Aquia Creek
and to another spot to the north. At one of these loca-
tions, the explorers took samples ofa mineral,known to
the Patawomeck as "matchqueon."   This substance was
used as a pigment in body paint,and was said to have
been an important item in the
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native exchange network.
Research and fieldwork continue in identifying this, and
other locations described and mapped by Smith,whose
party of explorers apparently traveled to two locations
aboard Marine Corps Base, Quantico, Virginia. A sum-
mary of research to date was given in a presentation at
the Middle Atlantic Archaeological Conference in
March. Recently archaeologist Wayne Clark has aided
field research as "the hunt for matchqueon" continues
focusing on Chopawamsic Creek and tributaries at the
fall line, particularly a deep cut made by a rank one
stream just west of Interstate 95.

Historians Jerry Foster and Jerrilyn Eby and her
husband Rick were accompanied by the Base
Archaeologist in their quest to identify a sandstone
quarry which supplied stone for the main house at
Chopawamsic Farm, George Mason's boyhood home,
which was aboard MCB Quantico. Foster theorizes that
the same stone was used at Gunston Hall. While the
quarry was not located,the survey did locate the proba-
ble location of a canal shown on 19th-century plats, and
intact foundations of Clermont,a unique 18th-century
house neighboring Chopawamsic Farm, which burned
in the 1920s.

The Base Archaeologist conducted a pedestrian
survey of a first terrace area along Cedar Run in

February 2006.Anomalies which showed up on LiDar
based 50cm contours of the area were investigated.
These proved to be four earthen mounds ranging from
10 to 20 meters in diameter, and 1 to 1.5 meters high.
The largest of these was estimated to be a minimum of
70 years of age, based on the presence ofa mature
black walnut tree growing on its summit (tree age esti-
mated by the Base Forestry section head).Subsequent
review of available literature, from the 19th century to
present,early aerial photography, land use records, the
size, location, and configuration of the features on the
landscape suggest that they might be prehistoric Native
American burial mounds. They were subsequently
recorded as site 44PW1717.No intrusive testing ofthe
features has been made nor is any planned.Training or
other activities that might be ground disturbing are not
carried out in proximity to these features, nor has any
activity disturbed the area since agriculture ceased in
1943 or earlier. The National Park Service Midwest
Archeological Center (MWAC) has been contacted to
design a geophysical survey using five non-intrusive
sensing techniques to asses the possible content ofthe
largest of the mounds. Steve DeVore of the MWAC,
who is a widely recognized expert on applying geophys-
ical survey on earthen mound features, will conduct the
survey in May 2007.
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The Society for Historical Archarology is
pleased to announce that the BLM's Historic Bottle
Website (HBW) has a new home on the SHA website.
You can access it by going directly to this link:
http://www.sha.org/bottle/index.htm. You can also
locate it by going to the SHA website's new Research
Resource pages, where you will find an array of other
information available for historical archaeological
research.

If you are unfamiliar with the HBW, there is a
description of/guide to that website in the SHA's online
Technical Briefs series (http://www.sha.org/publica-
tions/technical_briefs/default.htm).Simply go to the
Technical Briefs link and scroll down to the technical
paper entitles, "Overview of BLM's Historic Glass
Bottle Identification and Information Website,"
Technical Briefs in Historical Archaeology 1:16-20,by
Bill Lindsey. Bill Lindsey created the original website

and will continue to update and expand the Historic
Bottle website in his pending retirement.So be sure to
visit <http://www.sha.org/bottles> again and again to
take it all in.

SHA’s Historic Bottle Website Has New Home
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THE CARTER ROBINSON MOUND, Site
44LE10,is located in Lee County, Virginia along Indian
Creek,a small tributary of the Powell River. The site is
privately owned and has never been excavated. Holland
(1970) collected a small sample ofpottery from a near-
by field, and examination of this pottery by Holland
(1970) and Egloff (1987) identified majority Dallas
phase (eastern Tennessee Mississippian) types. In
October 2007 the Robinson family met with Maureen
Meyers, Ph.D. candidate, University ofKentucky, to dis-
cuss archaeological investigations at the site. They have
granted permission to excavate around but not in the
mound. These investigations will be the focus of a
University of Kentucky field school during the summer
of 2007.

Meyers and Chris Moore, a University of
Kentucky graduate student,conducted preliminary test-
ing around the mound in October 2006 after receiving
permission from the Robinson family. Three transects
were laid out to the north, east,and south ofthe
mound, and shovel tests were excavated every 10
meters. A total of 22 shovel tests were excavated; of
these, all but one contained artifacts. Artifact concentra-
tions decreased north of the mound.East and south of
the mound,a deep midden layer (in some cases over 90
cm deep) was identified. Approximately 65 meters east
of the mound,STP E-7 contained midden interrupted
by a layer of charcoal,gray ash and daub, suggesting the
presence ofa feature.

Approximately 1100 artifacts were recovered
from these excavations. Artifacts included ceramics,
flakes, projectile points, animal bone fragments, daub
fragments, FCR,and shell fragments. The north transect
contained only fourteen artifacts. This transect was
located on a slope and was intersected by a property line
fence, so only four shovel tests were excavated there.
However, the last shovel test in this transect did not
contain artifacts. The east transect contained 464 arti-
facts from nine shovel tests, while the south transect
contained 623 artifacts from nine shovel tests. For both
transects, artifact concentrations are heaviest near the
mound, decline approximately 60 meters from the
mound, and then increase again approximately 70

meters from the mound.
The recovered artifacts have been washed and

cataloged,and analysis is ongoing. Approximately 28%
(n=322) ceramic sherds were recovered;most are shell-
tempered plain,although some rims are decorated.
Animal bones account for 25% (n=276) ofthe assem-
blage. Dr. Heather Lapham,Center for Archaeological
Investigations, Southern Illinois University, has begun
preliminary analysis ofthe zooarchaeological specimens
collected from these investigations. Of the remaining
artifacts, flakes (including chert, chalcedony, and small
quantities ofrhyolite) make up 21% (n=232) ofthe
recovered artifacts. Daub fragments account for 9%
(n=109) of the assemblage, while the remaining arti-
facts, including FCR,shell,and both bone and stone
tools, are in small quantities (less than 3% each).Of the
stone tools, a drill, Triangular projectile points, and a
point base were recovered.

These investigations suggest that a deep midden
is located east and south ofthe mound.Because ofthe
depth and density ofthe midden,geophysical testing
will be conducted in May 2007 by the University of
Kentucky to identify any structural remains or other fea-
tures. This testing will include soil resistivity and magne-
tometer work. Pending the results ofthe geophysical
work, a research design will be formulated for the field
school. Goals ofthis work will be to identify any village
remains present,identify the occupation span ofthe vil-
lage, and identify ties between this mound site and sur-
rounding sites. Analysis ofthese investigations, includ-
ing ceramic, zooarchaeological and macrobotanical,will
occur following fieldwork, and a full report will be sub-
mitted to the Virginia Department of Historic
Resources upon their completion.

REFERENCESCITED

Egloff, Keith T.
1987  Ceramic Study of Woodland Occupation along the Clinch

and Powell Rivers in Southwest Virginia.Research Report Series 3,
Virginia Division ofHistoric Landmarks, Richmond.

Holland,C. Gilland
1970  Archaeological Survey of Southwest Virginia. Smithsonian

Contributions to Anthropology 12. Smithsonian Institution.

Archaeological Testing Around the Carter Robinson
Mound (44LE10)Brief Research Report
Maureen Meyers
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The 2007 University of Kentucky
Archaeological Field School will be held at two loca-
tions this summer. Part of the class will be investigat-
ing a Mission Period (ca.AD 1600-1683) occupation on
Sapelo Island,one of the famous Georgia Sea Islands,
while the remainder ofthe class will be excavating a
Late Prehistoric (AD 1000-1600) Mississippian occupa-
tion in the mountains offar southwestern Virginia.
Students will have the opportunity to work on both
sites during the eight week class.

Sapelo Island's unique cultural and natural setting
makes it an ideal learning environment. Students will
have the opportunity to not only learn about archaeo-
logical field methods and data recovery, but also to
experience the island's Geechee history and culture,
interact with archaeologists from other institutions
working on the island,talk with biologists studying
Sapelo's pristine coastal estuary, and investigate the
island's beautiful natural environment.While on Sapelo
Island, students will investigate a historic Native
American Guale community situated in close proximity
to one ofthe Spanish missions that dotted the Georgia
and Florida coasts during the 16th and 17th centuries.

Lee County's mountainous environment stands in
stark contrast to that of the Georgia coast.Students
working here will investigate one of several
Mississippian communities that were occupied only

slightly earlier that the Sapelo site. Working on these
sites will provide students with an interesting view of
Mississippian societies that formed along the northern
margin of the traditional Mississippian "world".
Investigations will be focused at Site 44LE10,the Carter
Robinson Mound,but other contemporaneous sites will
also be tested.The proximity of the field school sites to
other contemporary, but culturally distinctive Late
Prehistoric societies will give students an interesting per-
spective on Native American contact and interaction
across cultural boundaries.

During the field school,students will learn the basics
of archaeological field and laboratory research including
archaeological survey and excavation strategies, data
recording, mapping, geophysical survey techniques, arti-
fact processing, and data analysis.

Students will spend the first few days of the field
school in Lexington, Kentucky learning basic back-
ground information about the project sites and prepar-
ing to leave for the field. Approximately five weeks will
be spent at one or both ofthe two project sites, and the
final two weeks, students will be back in Lexington
where they will wash,sort, and conduct initial analyses
of materials recovered during the field investigations.

For additional information, contact Dr. Dick
Jefferies, Department of Anthropology, 211 Lafferty
Hall, University of Kentucky, Lexington, KY 40506.
Email:rwjeff1@uky.edu. Phone:(859) 257-2860.

2007 Archaeological Field School



DHR Volunteer Program
Dee DeRoche
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Since late January, volunteers have been
working with DHR Archaeological Collections
staff and interns from VCU and JMU on a wide
variety ofartifact processing and collections care
and management tasks. These include organizing
Gloucester Point materials, cleaning finds from
the Keyser Farm field school,and improving the
environment in collections storage. As of the
end of March, 33 volunteers have contributed
429 hours. The Volunteer Program continues
through May 26.Anyone interested in participat-
ing should contact Dee DeRoche, ChiefCurator,
at dee.deroche@dhr.virginia.gov or (804) 367-
2323 x134.



MAAC Student Paper
Competition Results
Eleanor Breen

This year's 5th Annual Middle
Atlantic Archaeological Conference

Student Paper Competition was a great success. More
students than ever took part with a total of10 under-
graduate and graduate participants. They represented 6
schools:Washington and Lee;East Carolina;Salisbury;
University of Delaware; Temple; and University of
Massachusetts-Boston.Thanks to the COVA members
who acted as student mentors!  We were fortunate this
year, because ofa donation from a COVA/MAA C
member, to offer two prizes - one for a graduate and an
undergraduate student.Other generous donations from
a host ofmiddle Atlantic CRM firms paid the registra-

tion and membership fees for each student participant.
And the winners:

The Mohr Site: In Search ofa Proxy - A Preliminary
Stable Isotope Study ofDeer Bone as an Indicator ofHuman
Dependence on Maize (Zea Mays): Agriculture in a Northeast
Prehistoric Village, by Sharon Allitt, Graduate Student,
Temple University

Monongahela Mortuary Practices at the Reckner, by
Kristen Chasse, Undergraduate Student,Washington
and Lee University

Look for both of these papers to be published
in an upcoming edition ofthe MAAC journal. We hope
that you will encourage your students and recently grad-
uated field technicians to participate in the competition
next year. Also, please consider mentoring a student.
Contact the Student Paper Competition Co-chairs Josh
Duncan (jduncan@wm.edu) or Eleanor Breen
(ebreen@mountvernon.org) for more information.

CALL FOR PAPERS
Council for Northeast Historical Archaeology

Buffalo, New York
October 26-28,2007

The 2007 Annual Meeting ofthe Council for Northeast Historical Archaeology will be held in Buffalo,
New York. For more information, see “2007 Annual Meeting and Conference” on the CNEHA website,
http://www.smcm.edu/Academics/soan/cneha/ANNMTG.HTM.

While paper abstracts ofall types are welcomed,the program co-chairs would particularly like to solicit
field reports, illustrating and discussing recent field work. Anyone who is interested in chairing and organizing a
session should contact Elizabeth Peña,penaes@buffalostate.edu or Sue Maguire, smaguire@buffalo.edu.
Students who are interested in participating in the STUDENT PAPERCOMPETITION should review the guidelines on
the CNEHA website. Deadlines and instructions for submission for this competition are the same as those for
other presenters, with the addition of proof of student status. No late applications will be accepted.

Along with the form, abstracts should be e-mailed in MicrosoftWord format to penaes@buffalostate.edu
or smaguire@buffalo.edu.Abstracts will not be reviewed for acceptance until pre-registration fees have been
received:$55 US/$62 CDN, or $25 US/$28 CDN for students with proof of current student ID. All speakers
must be CNEHA members. Please make fees payable to CNEHA and mail to Susan Maguire, 371 Voorhees
Avenue, Buffalo, New York, 14216.If you prefer to send your abstract by mail,please use this same address.
Those who submit abstracts will be notified about acceptance by July 20,via e-mail.ABSTRACTS ARE DUE
BY FRIDAY, JULY 6,2007 and are limited to 150 words.

W W W. S M C M. E D U / A C A D E M I C S/ S OA N / C N E H A / H O M E . H T M

C O N F E R E N C E S
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The 64th Annual Meeting ofthe 

Southeastern Archaeological Conference
(SEAC)

Knoxville, Tennessee
October 31st - November 3,2007

The Archaeological Research Laboratory and Department of Anthropology at the University of Tennessee are
pleased to host the 2007 Annual Meeting ofthe Southeastern Archaeological Conference in Knoxville.

MEETING HOTEL: Holiday Inn Select Downtown,525 Henley St.,Knoxville, TN 37902,(865) 522-2800
MEETING VENUE: Knoxville Convention Center, 701 Henley St.,Knoxville, TN 37902,(865) 522-5669

The Knoxville Convention Center is located in World's Fair Park, conveniently located in between downtown
Knoxville and the University of Tennessee-Knoxville campus. Nearby attractions include the McClung Museum
(UT campus),Knoxville Museum ofArt (World's Fair Park), and the East Tennessee Historical Society Museum,

Blount Mansion,James White's Fort, and the Women's Basketball Hall ofFame (downtown).
W W W. S O U T H E A S T E R NA R C H A E O L O G Y. O RG

The Annual Meeting ofthe 

Archeological Society ofVirginia (ASV)
Williamsburg, Virginia

October 11-14,2007

CONFERENCE HOTEL: Ramada Inn 1776,725 Bypass Rd.,Williamsburg, VA 23185,(757) 220-1776
MEETING THEME: Virginia Before Jamestown
SPONSORINGCHAPTER: Nansemond Chapter
BANQUET SPEAKER: Dr. David Moore of Warren Wilson College in North Carolina.Dave will discuss his
recent work at the Berry Site near Morganton NC, the site ofFort San Juan,an outpost ofthe Spanish 
expedition ofJuan Pardo built in 1567.

Conference registration includes entry to all ofthe presentation sessions, break refreshments, book and dis-
play rooms.

Saturday October 13 the ASV banquet will include a reception with a cash bar, followed by a buffet din-
ner. Also awards will be presented to those being honored.

For more information contact :

If you would like to help with registration,bookroom setup and take down please let us know. We are most
appreciative of extra helping hands.

W W W. A S V- A R C H E O L O G Y. O RG

ARRANGEMENTS: Royce McNeal
Work (804) 644-0656

Cynthia Hansen
(757) 430-4568

PROGRAM: Mike Barber
Work (804) 367-2323 x 153

BOOKROOM (displays and book sales):Harry Jaeger
(804) 273-0247
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The 73rd Annual Meeting of

Society for American Archaeology
Vancouver, BC Canada

March 26 - 30,2008

THE SOCIETY FOR AMERICAN ARCHAEOLOGY (SAA) is an international organization dedicated to the research,
interpretation,and protection ofthe archaeological heritage of the Americas. With more than 7,000 members, the
society represents professional,student,and avocational archaeologists working in a variety ofsettings including
government agencies, colleges and universities, museums, and the private sector.

W W W. S A A. O RG

CALL FOR PAPERSAND PARTICIPATION
The 74rd Annual Meeting ofthe 

Eastern States Archeological Federation (ESAF)
Hosted by:

Vermont Archaeological Society 
Burlington,Vermont

November 8-11,2007

MEETING HOTEL: DoubleTree Hotel (802) 658-0250 Burlington,Vermont
Identify yourself as attending the conference for the discounted rate of $95 a night

SPECIAL EVENTS will include a Thursday Tour of Local Museums and Sites (specific venues TBA)

W W W. E S A F- A R C H E O L O G Y. O RG

PROGRAM CHAIR: John G. Crock
e-mail:john.crock@uvm.edu

Fax:1-802-656-8033
Telephone:1-802-656-4310
Address:UVM CAP- 111

Delehanty Hall
180 Colchester Ave.

Burlington,VT. 05405

ARRANGEMENTSCHAIR: Cara Lia
Sargent 

cara.sargent@aya.yale.edu
Fax:1-802-656-8033

Address:P. O. Box 663
Burlington,VT. 05402-0663

BOOK ROOM AND EXHIBITS CHAIR:
Francis (Jess) Robinson

e-mail:frobinso@uvm.edu
Fax:1-802-656-8033

Telephone:1-802-656-4310
Address:UVM CAP- 111

Delehanty Hall
180 Colchester Ave.

Burlington,VT. 05405

The 106th Annual Meeting of

American Anthropological Association
Washington DC

November 28 - December 2,2007

THE AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION (AAA), the primary professional society ofanthropologists in
the United States since its founding in 1902,is the world's largest professional organization of individuals interest-
ed in anthropology.

W W W. A A A N E T . O RG
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CALL FOR PAPERS
The Annual Meeting of

The Society for Historical Archaeology
Albuquerque, New Mexico
January 9-12,2008

THE PUBLIC BENEFITS OF HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY

How does the public benefit from historical archaeology? What are the consequences ofnot engaging the
public or demonstrating a public benefit? How do we effectively engage the public? How can “public benefit” be
one of the primary goals ofour efforts in historical archaeology? The 2008 conference program will feature sym-
posiums, sessions, panel discussions, workshops, and forums that will address these and related questions about
the public benefit of historical archaeology. Proposed sessions and forums include “Historical Archaeology and
Civic Engagement,” “Heritage Matters in the 21st Century,” and “Academia,Cultural Resource Management,and
the Public.” As the 2008 conference will be in Albuquerque, there will also be several special sessions on the his-
torical archaeology of New Mexico and the Southwest.Proposed sessions will examine the Spanish entrada,the
impact of European contact on indigenous peoples, military sites in New Mexico, mining, and homesteading
throughout the Southwest.

Conference participants will have opportunities to explore and enjoy New Mexico’s past through tours to
Chaco Canyon;Acoma Pueblo; the state’s historic capital,Santa Fe;and other historical and archaeological sites in
the region.Conference participants will get to sample the special cuisine ofNew Mexico, and will learn the answer
to the official state question:“Red or green?”

Individuals responding to the Society for Historical Archaeology’s 2008 Call for Papers are strongly encour-
aged to use the online abstract submission and conference registration system which can be accessed through the
SHA website (www.sha.org).The online system will be available on May 1,2007.

Dates and Deadlines:
Call for Papers Opens:May 1,2007
Online Call for Papers Available:May 1,2007
Regular Submission Deadline:June 15,2007
Late Submission Deadline:July 13,2007 

Types ofSubmissions
MAJOR PAPER: Theoretical,methodological,or data synthesizing presentations that cover
broad regional or topical subjects based upon completed research. (20 minutes)
RESEARCH REPORT: Brief presentations focusing on research in progress or findings of
completed small-scale studies. (10 minutes)
POSTERS/M EDIA DISPLAYS: Free-standing, mounted exhibits with text and graphics, videotapes, etc., that illustrate
ongoing or completed research projects.
SYMPOSIUM : Four or more major papers organized around a central theme, region or project.
FORUM /P ANEL DISCUSSION: Less structured gatherings of2-4 hours organized around a discussion topic to be
addressed by an invited panel and which seeks to engage the audience.

W W W. S H A. O RG

SHA Headquarters
Society for Historical Archaeology
15245 Shady Grove Road,Ste. 130
Rockville, MD 20850,U.S.A.
Telephone:301-990-2454
Fax:301-990-9771
Email:hq@sha.org



Clarence Geier

THE COMMITTEE MET ONCE IN MARCH to review
the status of work that had been approved for the last
year. Mike Madden and Royce O'Neal represented
COVA. Because ofremaining available funds, four
additional projects (Falling Creek Ironworks, Gloucester

Point, Echo Glen,Henrico Pottery) were added to the
2006-2007 project list.A topic of discussion focused on
the use ofThreatened Sites funds for threatened sites
on federally owned land.That discussion will continued
at the regularly scheduled meeting held on April 19. A
report of that meeting will be forthcoming.
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COMMITTEE UPDATES
T H R E A T E N E D S I T E S

C E R T I F I C A T I O N
Carole Nash

THE ASV-COVA-VDHR CERTIFICATION

PROGRAM continues to grow, with 103 students enrolled
as of late March. As in the past,the Northern Virginia
and Richmond areas have the greatest concentrations of
students, but our rolls now include participants from
Southwest Virginia to Virginia Beach, and the
Shenandoah Valley to the Northern Neck. We are
expecting several graduates from the program this year.

Winter activities included laboratory opportuni-
ties at VDHR in Richmond (continuing through May),
JMU, W&L, and Mount Vernon. Survey of a 40+acre

tract at Kittiewan,Charles City County, is currently on-
going in advance oftimbering. Esther White gracious-
ly compiled the annual list of25 summer field opportu-
nities, which has already been sent to the students and
will be posted to the ASV web site.

The Certification Program is governed by a
Certification Committee made up ofASV and COVA
members and VDHR staff. COVA representatives
include Carole Nash,Kay McCarron, and George
Tolley.

COVA members are encouraged to become
involved in the Certification Program by letting Carole
Nash know of laboratory and field events that can
include Certification students.

C U R A T I O N
Keith Egloff

ON FEBRUARY 15, 2007 the COVA Curation
Committee sponsored a Collection Management
Workshop at the DHR in Richmond. Sixty people
attended the workshop, some from out of state. The
workshop began with a power point presentation by
Terry Childs, NPS, on collection issues and disposition
of artifacts. Discussion centered on reviewing the

revised State Collection Management Standards that
were placed on the DHR web site September, 2006.
Hot topics for discussion included:digital reports &
images, ownership, and disposition.Suggestions from
the workshop were incorporated into the revised State
Collection Management Standards posted on the DHR
web site last month:
www.dhr.virginia.gov/arch_DHR/collect_info2.htm.
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Dennis Pogue

TO HELP MARK THE JAMESTOWN 400TH ANNIVERSARY, the Education committee enlisted seven COVA
members to participate in a scholarly session entitled,"Virginia Archaeology and Its Archaeologists."  The session,
which was chaired by Eleanor Breen,was presented in January at the annual conference of the Society for
Historical Archaeology, in Williamsburg, and in March at the Middle Atlantic Archaeological Conference, in
Virginia Beach.

SHA:
Josh Duncan, "The Historical Anthropology of Chesapeake Archaeology"

Michael Barber, "The Over-Production ofHides:Native American Differential Reactions to Colonial
Capitalism,ca.AD1600"

Eleanor Breen, "Mending the Past:Reconstructing Virginia's History Through Ceramic Analysis"

Kerri Barile, "Manifest Destiny? Fifty Years of Archaeological Studies on the Virginia Frontier"

Barbara Heath, "Space and Place within Plantation Quarters in Virginia,1700-1825"

Douglas Sanford, "Historical Archaeology and Theoretical Excursions in the Chesapeake Region"

Dennis Pogue, Discussant

MAAC:
Duncan, Breen,Barile, Heath, and Sanford repeated their papers. Two new papers were presented:

Michael Barber, "Fifty Years of Prehistoric and Contact Period Archaeology:Creolization, Deer Skins,
and Jamestown"

Dennis Pogue, "Seventeenth-Century Virginia beyond Jamestown:What We've Learned Since 1957"

E D U C A T I O N

L E G I S L A T I V E A F F A I R S
Carole Nash

THE LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, in con-
cert with Del. Michele McQuigg (R-Occoquan) and
VDHR staff, drafted legislation for the 2007 General
Assembly that would have added historic areas and sites
to the existing provisions in the zoning code related to
preservation of historic buildings and structures. Del.
McQuigg contacted her constituent and COVA member

Dr. Dennis Pogue after receiving a letter from him in
regards to the "Diggin' in Virginia" events.

Introduced as House Bill 2305,the legislation
would have amended 15.2-2306 (in the zoning legisla-
tion section) by enabling local zoning boards/planning
commissions to write ordinances protecting archaeolog-
ical sites and historic areas on private lands. At present,
the Code ofVirginia includes enabling legislation that
largely focuses on standing structures (architectural
resources) without specifically

continued on page 22
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protecting the full range of cul-
tural resources. After many meetings and rewrites,
HB2305 was believed by all authors to be a very modest
alteration to the Code. The bill had the support of
APVA and the Virginia Conservation Network.

It was referred to the Committee on Counties,
Cities, and Towns (Subcommittee #2) on January 24.
Kathleen Kilpatrick, Director, VDHR, was present at
the hearing to support the bill and spoke strongly in
favor of it. The Home Builders' Association of Virginia
spoke strongly against it,claiming that it was too broad-
ly cast and represented a major expansion ofzoning
regulation authority. HBAV was successful in swaying
the sub-committee members to request a meeting
between the Del.McQuigg, VDHR, and HBAV to see
if a compromise could be reached. However, HBAV
was so adamantly opposed to the bill that Director
Kilpatrick requested Del.McQuigg pull it from consid-
eration on the condition that HBAV sit down with us

over the coming months and work toward a consensus
proposal for next session. How this will play out
remains to be seen -- we may have to tie the legislation
to identified National Register eligible sites. As it now
stands, HB2305 is left in committee.

It is our understanding that Del.McQuigg is not
running for re-election,so if we decide to draft legisla-
tion in the 2008 General Assembly, we will be looking
for patrons. COVA owes a great debt of gratitude to
Del.McQuigg.

The Legislative Affairs Committee, comprised
of COVA members Eleanor Breen, Josh Duncan,
Randy Lichtenberger, Deanna Beacham,and chaired by
Carole Nash,was really assisted during the summer and
fall of 2006 by staff members of the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources. We would particu-
larly like to acknowledge the efforts of Director 
Kathleen Kilpatrick, Dr. Catherine Slusser, Dr. Michael
Barber, Lyndsay Graham Duncan,and Elizabeth Tune.

continued from page 21

M E M B E R S H I P
Esther White

SINCE THE LAST NEWSLETTER, the membership
committee is pleased to report that there are three new
full COVA members and two professionals' applications
are being reviewed.

Paul Nasca's successful application for full
COVA membership was announced at the fall meeting.
Paul is the staff archaeologist at George Washington's
Fredericksburg Foundation in Fredericksburg, VA. The
Foundation manages both Kenmore and Washington's
Boyhood Home, Ferry Farm. He holds an M.A.from
William and Mary and is an active member ofthe
Ornithology Society and enjoys scuba diving.

Justin Patton and Kelsey Buchanan's successful
applications were announced at the winter meeting.
Justin is the Prince William County archaeologist and
holds an M.A.in applied anthropology from the
University ofMaryland.He has previously worked with
Fairfax County and Parsons Engineering-Science and
URS Corporation. Kelsey Buchanan has an M.A.from
American University and worked in the lab with
Wetland Studies.

Jack Gary and Jameson Harwood have applied

for COVA membership. Their applications were
approved by the committee. Jameson has an M.A.from
William and Mary's anthropology department where he
is currently a Ph.D. candidate. He works with VDOT as
a Preservation Program Coordinator for the Richmond
District. Jack is the Acting Director of Archaeology
and Landscapes at Poplar Forest. He holds an M.A.
from the University of Massachusetts, Boston.

COVA, Virginia's professional archaeological
organization, has two levels of membership, full and
associate. Full membership requires attendance at two
COVA meetings and review of professional archaeolog-
ical qualifications by the membership committee prior
to a vote by the COVA membership. Full members can
vote, hold office and serve on committees. Associate
membership is open to anyone with an interest in
Virginia Archaeology. Associate members can serve on
committees. All members receive the Virginia
Archaeologist. All COVA members, both full and asso-
ciate, must agree to abide by the COVA Code ofEthics
and are subject to the COVA Grievance Procedures.
Please contact Esther White ewhite@mountveron.org
to inquire about COVA membership.
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F R O M T H E O F F I C E O F

S T A T E

A R C H A E O L O G I S T

Mike Barber, State Archaeologist

THERE IS A LOT OF ARCHEOLOGY GOING ON IN

VIRGINIA . We have academia,house museums, CRM
groups, Archeological Society ofVirginia members,
Department of Historic Resources, state agencies, fed-
eral agencies, and who knows who else doing archaeol-
ogy in the Commonwealth.The problem is that no one
knows exactly what is going on,where our research is
taking us, or where we lack data. We need to develop a
comprehensive understanding ofwhere we are and
where we are going.

The Department ofHistoric Resources is devis-
ing two strategies to attempt to correct the situation: a
comprehensive state archaeological plan and research
design and a DHR / Academic Summit.The first, the
state plan,has been in the works for a year. In fact,the
concept was hatched by the Council ofVirginia
Archaeologists more than a decade ago but lacked ade-
quate support to come to fruition. DHR, in coopera-
tion with COVA and ASV, has now taken the lead to
developing this plan.The overall concept calls for two
volumes, one to outline the current level of our under-
standing ofthe archaeology of Virginia and a second
volume to outline management practices. The first vol-
ume will be organized by time period and by regions and
will provide a comprehensive, synthetic rendition for
each. Beginning with Paleoindian and ending with the
twentieth century, the chronology will be broken down
at the regional level if appropriate. Currently, three
chapters (Paleoindian,Middle Woodland,and Contact)
are being written and will be ready by May 2007.They
will stand as prototypes for the remainder. As DHR has

entered into an agreement with ASV to fund the chap-
ters, the time invested in the volume by the authors can
be minimally compensated for. Anyone interested in
authoring a section and/or chapter or joining the State
Plan Committee should contact me as soon as possible.

The second strategy to deal with the archaeolog-
ical information gaps will be the DHR / Academic
Summit.The Archeological Society ofVirginia has gra-
ciously extended their annual 2007 meeting in
Williamsburg to 4 days. The additional day, Thursday
October 11,will be dedicated to presentations given by
members of the academic institutions in Virginia with
archaeological programs as to their theoretical
approaches, faculty, research interests, students, publica-
tions, CRM capabilities, etc. These presentations will
be followed by papers by DHR members as to the activ-
ities of Collections, Regional Offices, and Review and
Compliance to outline what the state is doing. Finally, a
panel discussion will close out the session with an
overview of what challenges face academia focusing on
campus preservation plans. If the day proves fruitful,
it may be followed by similar sessions with house muse-
ums and CRM firms discussing their programs.

These strategies will prove fundamental in
developing the archaeological research design and
directing the data gathering in Virginia over the next
decades. I always go to a quote by Ted Reinhart in a
recent COVA newsletter (Virginia Archaeologist, Vol.
23 No. 2, pp.29,2006) in stating that "We are in the
golden age of American archaeology."  I believe that to
be true and we need to take advantage of this golden sit-
uation to provide a road map for the future of Virginia
archaeology.
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Wednesday, November 01,2006
BRYAN DENSON
The Oregonian

The diggers moved like zombies across Central
Oregon's high-desert wilderness, looting artifacts from
the graves, caves and ancestral homes oflong-dead
Native Americans.

Many were "tweakers," powered through the
sand and sagebrush by methamphetamine. They dug by
sunlight and flashlight,making away with a kneecap and
a skeleton -- as well as baskets, bowls, spear points, skin-
ners and stone knives -- before federal agents caught up
with them as part of a massive investigation dubbed
"Operation Bring 'Em Back."

The government is set to wrap up the first phase
of its 31/2-year inquiry today in Eugene's new federal
courthouse when a judge sentences the ninth looting
suspect in the case. Prosecutors, tribal leaders, govern-
ment agents and archaeologists will announce the
seizure of more than 100,000 artifacts in what federal
authorities say might be the largest such antiquities bust
in U.S. history.

Federal agents and an archaeologist told The
Oregonian that before the looters were captured,they
dug up more than 100 cultural sites from Shaniko to
Lakeview, causing archaeological damage estimated at
more than $1 million.

Ten people have been convicted oflooting arti-
facts or human remains in the case, three more face
criminal indictments, and nearly 20 others remain sub-
jects in the ongoing investigation, according to federal
court records.

The defendants deprived Americans ofa chance
to study the artifacts and stole the history of Native

Americans, said U.S. Attorney Karin Immergut. Worse,
she said,they desecrated human graves.

"Talk about your loss of moral compass,"
Immergut said."If you can't leave human remains intact
in their burial grounds, it strikes me that these people
would do anything."

Two federal laws protect Native American tribes
from the so-called "thieves of time." One law -- the
Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979 - for-
bids the excavation or removal of tribal antiquities with-
out a permit. The other -- the Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990 -- protects
ancestral bones. Some ofthe suspects in the Oregon
case dug for both.

The federal government manages 30,639 acres
in Oregon.The rocky plains, canyons and lava beds east
of the Cascades are so vast that relics hunters often go
undetected,a great frustration to law enforcement offi-
cers summoned to looted cultural sites.

Three years ago, a pair ofveteran federal agents
-- special agents Dennis Shrader ofthe Bureau ofLand
Management and Thomas Russell ofthe U.S. Forest
Service -- threw in together to catch some ofthe dig-
gers and dealers.

The agents hired a pair ofinformants, one of
whom mixed easily with the meth users who looted
graves and stole artifacts partly to fund their addictions.

That informant knew a lot about Native
American artifacts because he had gone undercover for
much of 2002 to help state police detectives make a case
against Jack Lee Harelson,one of the most notorious
antiquities thieves in the West.

The agents gave the informant a cover story to
carry into his conversations with suspected artifacts
thieves. He posed as a buyer for a third party in the Los

Sentencing for Oregon Looters Set
Cultural pillagers leave trail of ruin Tribal sites - A sentencing in
Eugene adds to what may be the largest such looting bust ever

P re s s  Re l e a s e  f ro m  N ove m b e r  0 1 ,2 0 0 6
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Angeles area,which he said purchased ancient artifacts
and bones to fill a museum in Japan.

The informant talked his way into the lives of
more than a dozen Central Oregon residents, shelling
out thousands ofdollars for artifacts and joining some
of them on their digs, court records show. In one signif-
icant case, the informant paid $1,000 for a skeleton that
had been dug up along the Deschutes River in the
BLM's Prineville District,court records show.

The informant convinced his new friends that
he needed documentation for his "buyers" about where
the relics were found.He talked a few of the suspects
into writing him receipts. A few posed for photographs
alongside artifacts. The informant paid extra cash for
tours of the precise spots on public land where the arti-
facts were excavated.

In the early hours of Jan.25,2005,the inform-
ant and an undercover Forest Service officer joined two
suspects on a ride to the Paisley Ranger Station. There
the four men unbolted a historic replica of a Native
canoe, lugged the 300-pound boat to a U-Haul van and
drove away.

Federal agents videotaping the scene let the sus-
pects make it a few miles down the road before arrest-
ing them."It was amusing to watch it go down," Russell
said.

"These people are thieves, for the most part," he
said."They'd be stealing out ofa Wal-Mart or a Kmart
if they weren't stealing off the National Forest....In this
case, the money market is for artifacts. So that's where
they go."

Hours later, as the sun came up over Central
Oregon, an estimated 70 federal agents, state police
troopers, local police officers and sheriff's deputies
swept in to search 23 homes and a pair ofmini-storage
units.

When Michael J. Orf of Redmond goes before
U.S. District Judge Ann Aiken for sentencing today in
Eugene, he faces as long as five years in prison and a
$250,000 fine. Orf pleaded guilty to selling the govern-
ment informant a Native skeleton in early 2004.

A photograph of Orf is likely to be entered into
evidence today. It was taken by the informant when he
took possession ofthe skeleton.It shows a smiling Orf
holding the skull up in front of his chest as ifhe were
showing off a trophy fish.

Orf's sentencing marks the end ofOperation
Bring 'Em Back's first phase, said former federal prose-

cutor Jeff Kent.
"The initial search warrants were focused upon

diggers - unlawful diggers and unlawful traders," said
Kent, who handled the case until his retirement in
January.

"The next phase," he said,"would focus on
those individuals who essentially serve as buyers to
increase their own collections or people who buy to
trade with others (on) the ever-escalating marketplace."

Federal agents searched the homes ofthree
major artifacts collectors in the case. None of them --
Phillip Fields, 63,of Bly; Harold Elliot,64,of La Pine;
and Miles Simpson,44, of Bend -- has been charged
with a crime, and all three maintain their artifacts were
collected legally.

"Neither Miles nor I have done anything that
would warrant this kind ofinvestigation," Elliot said.
Elliot and Simpson said they have never knowingly
bought any illegal artifact.

Fields, one of the earliest subjects ofthe inves-
tigation, served a short federal prison sentence in 1985
for digging up Cascade projectile points from the China
Hat archaeological site in the Deschutes National
Forest.According to court papers, he took the govern-
ment's informant back to China Hat, where he alleged-
ly dug around with his hands to collect obsidian flakes.
Fields told The Oregonian that the government took his
private collection and that none ofit was illegal.

"We recognize," said Shrader of the BLM,
"there is a black market for the purchase ofillegally
obtained artifacts and human remains."

The very idea ofsuch a black market strikes
many tribal leaders as vulgar, especially those in often-
looted spots such as the Four Corners region of the
desert Southwest and a vast stretch of the Great Basin
in Oregon and Nevada.

"For whatever macabre reason,non-Indians feel
that Native Americans are a curiosity," said Wilson
Wewa,a Northern Paiute spiritual leader and historian
from Oregon. "We're not a curiosity. We're people. We
have feelings like everybody else. ...And those ofus that
take care of the traditions and the spirituality ofour
people will always be involved in protecting the remains
of our ancestors."

Bryan Denson:503-294-7614;bryandenson@news.ore-
gonian.com
C2006 The Oregonian
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Fort A.P. Hill, Virginia,is beginning an oral his-
tory project designed to document and preserve first-
hand accounts ofthe social and environmental condi-
tions of the portions of Caroline and Essex counties
that were incorporated into the military reservation.

As part of this effort, researchers with Fort A.P.
Hill’s Environmental Division will collect information
from and interview individuals who lived or worked on
the approximately 76,000-acre property prior to United
States Army acquisition circa 1941.Other individuals
with ties to the area who may have knowledge about the
land and communities are also encouraged to partici-
pate.

Additionally, individuals are encouraged to share
historical photographs or objects that help to tell the
story of this area prior to the development ofFort A.P.
Hill. Photographs from personal collections can be dig-
itally scanned and saved electronically as part of the
research.

“Documenting the former communities in this
area of Virginia through the words and images of the
people who once lived here will help to preserve a por-
tion of history that may otherwise be considered too
informal to save, and will provide data that can be used

to further our understanding ofsimilar communities
throughout the Commonwealth,” said Fort A.P. Hill’s
Cultural Resource Manager John Mullin.

People wanting to participate in the oral history
project,or having other information relative to the his-
tory of the land and communities prior to 1941 can call
Mullin at 804-633-8761/8255.The goal is to complete
interviews by the end ofOctober 2007.

Mullin also will be available to talk in person
about the oral history project at Fort A.P. Hill’s Earth
Day Celebration April 20.The event, from noon to 3
p.m. at the installation’s Romenick Hall will include
exhibits, demonstrations, and opportunities to partici-
pate in ongoing environmental projects (including the
oral history project).

Department of the Army
U.S. Army Garrison,Fort A.P. Hill, Public Affairs Office
18436 & Fourth Street
Fort A.P. Hill VA 22427-3114
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: FORT A.P.
HILL PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE
DATE: April 9,2007 
KEN PERROTTE/JASON CUTSHAW, 804-633-
8324/8120
Ken.Perrotte@us.army.mil
Jason.Cutshaw@us.army.mil

P re s s  Re l e a s e  f ro m  A p r i l  9 , 2 0 0 7
Fort A.P. Hill Capturing Oral Histories of Area
Prior to U.S. Army Acquisition in 1941

The Conservation Subcommittee in the House
will put together the conservation programs for the
2007 Farm Bill.SHA's most serious concern is the reau-
thorization of the Farm and Ranchland Section to con-
tinue the eligibility ofhistoric sites and archaeological
sites for the Farmland Protection Program. This
Easement Program protects farmland while allowing
agricultural use ofthe land but disallowing the land to
be sold for development or non-farming interests. The
program provides money to farmers who want to con-
serve their land.

Please look through the list ofHouse commit-

tee and subcommittee members below and their
Congressional Districts. If you live on a farm in the
area or know people who farm in the area,contact Judy
Bense, chair of the SHA Government Affairs
Committee - (jbense@uwf.edu) - with your name, email
address and willingness to write a letter or make a visit
to the Congressional Office in your area. We will do all
the Washington work, but need local grassroots assis-
tance.

Already there is a battle brewing between com-
modity subsidies ( cotton,sugar) and conservation prac-
tices. We succeeded in getting the archaeological and

SHA Government Affairs Committee Needs Your
Help on the Farm Bill!
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historic language into the 2002 Farm Bill but it "sun-
sets" on 9/20/07...We cannot let that happen!

HOUSE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE -
110TH CONGRESS
SUBCOMMITTEE ON CONSER VA-
TION , CREDIT , ENER GY AND
RESEARCH

PENNSYLVANIA - Conservation Subcommittee
Chair: Tim Holden (D-PA) Harrisburg, Pottstown,
Temple,
ALABAMA -  Terry Everett (R-AL)  Montgomery,
Dothan,Opp
Jo Bonner (R-AL) Mobile, Folly
CALIFORNIA -   Jim Costa (D-CA) Bakersfield,
Fresno
Dennis Cardoza (D-CA) Stockton,Modesto, Merced
COLORADO - John Salazar (D-CO) Pueblo, Durango,
Grand Junction,Alamosa
Marilyn Musgrave (R-CO) Greeley, Loveland,Sterling
GEORGIA - David Scott (D-GA) Jonesboro, Lilburn 
INDIAN A -   Brad Ellsworth (D-IN) Covington,Terre
Haute, Evansville, Vincennes
IOWA -  Leonard Boswell (D-IA) Des Moines
Steve King (R-IA) Council Bluffs, Sioux City, Creston,
Storm Lake
KANSAS - Jerry Moran (R-KS) Hutchinson,Salinas,
Hays
Nancy Boyda (D-KS) Topeka,Pittsburg
MICHIGAN - Timothy Walberg (R-MI) Battle Creek,
Lansing         
MISSOURI -  Sam Graves (R-MO) St.Joseph
MINNESOTA - Tim Walz (D-MN) Rochester,
Fairmont
NEBRASKA -  Jeff Fortenberry (NE) Lincoln.
Freemont
NEW YORK - Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) Glen Falls,
Clifton Park, Red hook
NORTH CAROLIN A - Robin Hayes (R-NC) Concord,
Rockingham
OHIO -  Jean Schmidt (R-OH) Cincinnati, Portsmouth
Zack Space ((D-OH) Chillicothe, Zanesville
OKLAHOMA - Frank Lucas (R-OK) Ranking member
-Stillwater, Enid,Woodward
SOUTH  DAKOTA - Stephanie Herseth (D-SD-AL)
Aberdeen,Sioux Falls, Rapid City

TEXAS - Henry Cuellar (D-TX-28)   San Antonio,
Laredo, San Marcos
WISCONSIN - Steve Kagen (D-WI) Appleton,Green
Bay

ARGRICULTURE COMMITTEE MEM -
BERS NOT ON THE CONSER VATION
SUBCOMMITTEE.

MINNESOTA -  Chairman Collin Peterson (D-MN)=
Red Lake Falls, Marshall,Willmar
CALIFORNIA - Joe Baca (D-CA) San Bernardin
Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) - Bakersfield,China Lake
FLORIDA - Tim Mahoney (D-FL) -Hobe Sound,
Jupiter, Okeechobee
GEORGIA - Jim Marshall (D-GA) -Dublin, Maco
John Barrow (D-GA) -Athens, Augusta,Savannah
ILLINOIS - Timothy Johnson (R-IL)- Bloomington,
Champaign
INDIAN A -  Jim Donnelly (D-IN)- Valpraiso,
Hammond
LOUISIANA - Charles Boustany (R-LA) Lafayette, St.
Charles
NEW YORK - Randy Kuhl (R-NY) - Bath, Freeport,
Orlean
NORTH CAROLIN A - Mike McIntyre (D-NC) -
Fayetteville, Lumberton,Wilmington
Bob Etheridge (D-NC) - Raleigh
Virginia Foxx (R-NC) - Boone, Clemens
NORTH DAKOTA - Earl Pomeroy (D-ND) -
Bismarck, Fargo
TENNESSEE - Lincoln Davis (D-TN) - Columbia,
Jamestown
TEXAS - Nick Lampson (D-TX) - Houston,Texas City
Randy Neugebauer  (R-TX) - Big Spring, Lubbock,
Abilene
Michael Conaway (R-TX)
VIRGINIA - Bob Goodlatte (R-VA)

Dr. Judy Bense, Executive Director
Division ofAnthropology and Archaeology
Professor and Chair, Dept of Anthropology
University of West Florida, 11,000 University
Parkway Pensacola,FL 324514
VOICE: 850-474-2797;FAX: 850-857-6278
www.uwf.edu/anthropology



Crow's Nest relic hunt
halted - Activists angry
land disturbed
(c) The Free Lance Star (from 10/28/2006)

By Meghann Cotter and Jeff Branscome
Free Lane Star

Relic hunters descend on Crow's
Nest; landowner says they didn't
have permission to be there

Crow's Nest was the X on the treasure map for
up to 175 relic hunters yesterday.

But unbeknownst to them,they didn't have the
landowner's permission to use the property, police said.

Stafford Sheriff Charles Jett and several
deputies met with some ofthe participants, who
"thought they were here legitimately," Jett said.

Apparently, he said,a previous Crow's Nest
caretaker gave them permission to be there. The man
still has a key to the property's gate.

The group even paid him and signed a contract,
said attorney Clark Leming, who represents K&M
Properties, the developer that wants to build homes on
the environmentally sensitive peninsula.

He called the relic hunters "innocent,third par-
ties." Leming shook hands with some ofthe men after
talking with them yesterday evening as a cold rain fell.

C e c e l i a
K i r k m a n ,
founder of the
Save Crow's
Nest preserva-
tion group, said
she won't believe
yesterday's chain
of events until
K&M properties
sues the former
caretaker for
fraud.

Leming,
who reported

the trespassers
to the Sheriff's
Office, said he
plans to find out
why the former
c a r e t a ke r
thought he had
the authority to
make such a
deal.He said he
will change the
gate's lock by
Monday.

O t h e r
than a hunting
group, he said
his client pro-
hibits anyone
from using the land.

Activists trying to preserve the 4,000-acre tract's
historic artifacts said someone tipped them off to the
event.

Kirkman said they woke up early to check things
out and saw more than 40 trucks enter the Crow's Nest
gate off Raven Road.

The group set up tents and portable toilets on
the property, Jett said.Leming said he would let them
haul away their belongings this morning.

Participants from as far away as Canada,
Alabama and Illinois paid $200 a piece for the three-day
competition.Seven teams of16 people each search for
artifacts to win trophies based on how much and what
they find,according to the group's Web site

"From my digging buddy Greg," wrote Dan in
Eastern NC. "He dug a gorgeous cast officer sword belt
plate!!! Other than that just hearing the usual bullets and
buttons."

Similar digs have been held around the country
for the last nine years. Larry Cisna,listed as a founder
and committee chairman ofthe organization,could not
be reached for comment yesterday.

Stafford Code Administrator Dan Schardein
said yesterday morning that his office was investigating
whether the group violated any Stafford laws.

Stafford County Attorney Joe Howard said
property owners can authorize anyone to search for
relics on their land.No permits are required unless the
land disturbance exceeds 2,500 square feet.
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Stafford Sheriff Charles Jett (far left)
and some deputies talk with attorney
Clark Leming (man without a hat),
who represents Crow's Nest's
owner, and some relic hunters who
believed they had permission to look
for artif acts on the property.

Photos by SKY GILBAR/THE
FREE LANCE-STAR

After leaving the Crow's Nest prop-
erty in Stafford County yesterday
evening, the relic hunters drove away
down Raven Road. They will return
for their gear today.
Photos by SKY GILBAR/THE
FREE LANCE-STAR
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Kirkman said the relic hunting is just the latest sign of
looming threats to the land.

"We hope the outrage of the event will be a real
wake-up call for immediate action," she said.

"The impact will certainly not be temporary.
The impact will be permanent,and once the artifacts are
dug up out ofthe ground,our history is lost."

Supervisor Paul Milde, whose district includes
the Crow's Nest peninsula,says he knows preservation
is urgent,and blames past boards for not taking action
sooner.

"As long as that property isn't ours, we're going
to have a hard time telling a person what they can and
cannot do."

Hunts thrill hunter s, ir ri-
tate historians
(c) The Free Lance Star (from 10/28/2006)

By Rusty Dennen
Free Lane Star

Large, organized Civil War relic hunts are a rela-
tively new phenomenon in Virginia.

The Grand National Relic Shootout at Crow's
Nest,with about 150 metal-detector-toting participants,
is the second in the area this year.

Last spring, about 200 relic hunters attended a
three-day hunt in Culpeper County. That was sponsored
by another group, Diggin' in Virginia.

Jack Edlund, a relic hunter and owner of
Salvage Archaeology in Fredericksburg, said the large,
fee-based hunts are fairly similar in how they operate.

"You get a bunch of guys who all pay whatever
to rent some farmer's field for a weekend.They start in
the morning, dig until 5 and then everybody stops for
the day," he said yesterday.

Though most privately owned area sites have
been picked over for years, there's plenty left to find.
Union soldiers encamped in Stafford, for example, left
behind bullets, uniform buttons and belt buckles, stir-
rups, pieces ofbayonets, rifles, dinnerware, remnants of
canteens and the like.

Burt Alderson of Tennessee, a judge for the
Grand National Relic Shootout,said yesterday that most
participants keep their finds.

"Some ofthese people come from all over the

country," he said."If they find one thing, they're in
love."

Though many relic hunters carefully document
what they've found,and where, for posterity, some are
in it for the money.

Rare belt buckles sell for thousands ofdollars
on eBay. Almost any Civil War artifact--from bullets to
brass scabbard and knapsack components, are sought by
collectors.

Crow's Nest,purchased by K&M Properties
Inc. in the late 1980s, had a role in American Indian,
Colonial and Civil War history.

But Alderson said hunters didn't find much dur-
ing yesterday's outing. That's probably because people
with metal detectors have scoured the land since the
1950s.

The Patawomeck tribe settled at Indian Point,
across Accokeek Creek from Crow's Nest.Col.Gerard
Fowke was the first recorded owner of the property in
the early 17th century.

A plantation house on Crow's Nest was confis-
cated by the Union Army in 1862 to serve as a lookout
over the two creeks and the Potomac River, and the
house and outbuildings were reportedly burned.Local
historians say there were at least five Union camps on
the property.

Kathleen Kilpatrick, director of the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources, takes a dim view of
large relic hunts.

"Archaeology, by its very nature, is destructive,
by removing artifacts on sites. But if it's not done cor-
rectly, a lot of it is lost--the capacity ofthe site to tell its
story with all its nuances," she said.



Heard at the
Screen

Submit your news to Eleanor
(ebreen@mountvernon.org)

or Jen (jmjstrong@earthlink.net)

Check out this website for a new spin on
getting those pesky reports written!

www.reference-wordsmith.com/archword/index.html
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"The large-scale removal of relics for the sake of
the relics themselves" without knowledge and under-
standing that can be gained from them,"that's a great
loss and you end up with stuff."

Said Kilpatrick, "We understand that it's private
property, but at the same time we discourage this
because it's a loss ofpublic benefit, knowledge and
understanding.

"Everyone we've seen has been in areas that are
archaeologically rich. A lot of it ends up on eBay."

She added, "We understand the relic-hunting
impulse, the interest in artifacts and history. We like to
channel that into responsible archaeology. It doesn't
have to be either-or."

There have been several hunts like the one in
Stafford in other parts of Virginia in recent years.

When asked about opponents ofthe practice,
Alderson said:"Someone's always objecting to some-
thing."

State lawmakers are aware of the issue. Two
years ago, legislation on archaeological sites was pro-
posed,but never enacted.One measure would have
required relic hunters to get written permission from

the landowner; another would have raised the penalty
for trespassing for the purpose ofrelic hunting.

"I'm on the record of being scornful of relic
hunters," said Robert K. Krick, a local author, historian
and authority on the Civil War. "They're just diggers
who destroy the provenance ofthings." Artifacts taken
from a site today won't be there in the future if and
when archaeologists investigate.

"I'm somewhere in the middle," says Edlund,
who sells artifacts in his shop at the Old Stone
Warehouse downtown. He says many of the Civil War
artifacts in the ground are deteriorating and won't be
there to find years down the road.

"Some guys are into it just for the money. Other
guys have a heck of a lot of knowledge" and a desire to
understand and appreciate what they find.

"As a collector, I like fingering the artifact.You
pick up that button that scared [soldier] camping out in
the woods dropped,or an arrowhead an Indian shot I
think it's good.If it gives you an appreciation for histo-
ry, all the better."

Staff reporter Jeff Branscome contributed to this story.

CoVA’s Website is being redesigned!
We would greatly appreciate feedback from the
CoVA membership regarding this process. If you
have an interest in this website, contact us with
comments, suggestions and concerns. Please let us
know what you currently find useful or essential to
the site as well as any additional features that you
feel would prove valuable to CoVA. Thanks!
webmaster, Jennifer Strong Ebbert  jmjstrong@earthlink.net
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Virginia Immig rants and Adventurers,
1607 - 1635:A Biographical Dictionary
by Martha W. McCartney

In 1607 America’s first permanent English colony was plant-
ed on Jamestown Island,in Virginia.Soon afterwards, thousands of
immigrants flocked to Jamestown and surrounding areas on the
James and York Rivers, where they struggled to maintain a foothold.
A number of these settlers--by their own prodigious efforts or by
virtue of their financial investment in the colony--rose to promi-
nence, leaving a paper trail that historians have followed ever since.
The majority, however—the ordinary men,women,and children
whose efforts enabled the colony to become viable--simply escaped
notice. As a result,400 years later, we’re still curious about Virginia’s
earliest settlers—who they were, where they lived, and how they
lived.To answer these questions, this book brings together a variety
of primary sources that inform the reader about the colony’s earli-
est European inhabitants and the sparsely populated and fragile
communities in which they lived,resulting in the most comprehen-
sive collection ofannotated biographical sketches yet published.

From the earliest records relating to Virginia,we learn the
basics about many of these original colonists:their origins, the
names ofthe ships they sailed on,the names ofthe “hundreds”and

“plantations” they inhabited,the names oftheir spouses and children,their occupations and their position in the
colony, their relationships with fellow colonists and Indian neighbors, their living conditions as far as can be ascer-
tained from documentary sources, their ownership of land,the dates and circumstances oftheir death, and a host
of fascinating, sometimes incidental details about their personal lives, all gathered together in the handy format of
a biographical dictionary.

Maps provided here identify the sites at which Virginia’s earliest plantations were located and enable geneal-
ogists and students ofcolonial history to link most ofthe more than 5,500 people included in this volume to the
cultural landscape—establishing definitively a specific location and a time frame for these early colonists. Placing
all this in perspective, an introductory chapter includes an overview of local and regional settlement and provides
succinct histories ofthe various plantations established in Tidewater Virginia by 1635.

“ Virginia Immigrants and Adventurers, 1607-1635, connects the dots among the multitude ofrecord collections. Tens ofthou-
sands ofseparate data points fit together to make whole lives, real lives, many lives—all told more than 5000 men, women, and chil-
dren; whites, blacks, and Indians; freeholders, slaveholders, and bondsmen. Here at last, conveniently mustered between the covers of
one book, is the largest congregation ofVir ginia founders since the colony’s “ancient planters”took leave ofJames Fort." —Cary
Carson,Ph.D., Vice President,Research Division (ret.),Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 

“[ In Virginia Immigrants and Adventurers, 1607-1635, Martha McCartney] not only identifies the wealthy and powerful who
were the politically and socially visible members ofthe community but provides an unprecedented documentation ofthose persons rou-
tinely overlooked in history yet whose service was key to the success ofthe colony. Presented alphabetically, those individuals ofall social

N E W PU B L I C AT I O N S
B Y C O V A M E M B E R S
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V I E W P O I N T
How can we address
relic-digging, property
rights, and our profes-
sional anxieties regard-
ing both topics? 
Howard A. MacCord, Sr

The recent dust-up about safari-digging at his-
toric sites in Virginia has elicited comments from many
professional and some non-professional archeologists.
Most are against the practice and seek ways to prevent
or mitigate the damage done. The problem has been
with us for many years at varying scales, and we have yet
to find a workable solution.I think it is time to view the
problem from a broader perspective. We need to
emphasize DATA as being most important, with real
estate and artifacts less important. We archeologists are
in the information business, if anyone is! 

Let's enumerate a few basics and see where they
lead us.

1. Every acre in Virginia has some potential for
holding evidence ofthe 15,000 years of prehistory and
400+ years of historical activities such as farming, log-

ging, hunting, fishing, berry-picking, exploring, and so
on. We need to concentrate on the important acres.
But how??

2. There is no way that professional archeologists
can search all those acres and test to find evidence of
their importance. We have to rely on a knowledgeable
public to use its  eyes, ears and brains   That public
includes land-owners, outdoors people ofall cuts, hob-
byists, and the casual walker, beach comber and sport
diver. My work in Virginia has benefited from the input
of many such people:Hand Site was reported and pro-
tected by Russell Darden;Shannon Site was reported by
Dr Michael,a retired doctor and relic collector; Hidden
Valley Shelter looting was reported by a fisherman from
Martinsville;Thomas Site flood damage was phoned to
me by a VPI student;Camden Site was reported by a
family member who recently joined ASV; Brown
Johnson Site was reported to me by a local collector;
and the Reedy Creek Site in Halifax County was report-
ed to me by a professor at VMI...and I could cite more.

3. Laws are ineffective in preventing digging-col-
lecting. They are not (as a rule) supported and are easily
evaded.There is no chance ofgetting legislation which
would challenge a landowner's rights to his/her land.
Besides, enforcers of protective laws can be digger-col-
lectors. Holding a PhD does not stop or cure a pot-
hunter either.

ranks and backgrounds that could be identified in the early immi-
grant community are identified along with the documentation that
establishes their place." —Clarence R.Geier, Ph.D.,
Professor ofAnthropology, James Madison University

MARTHA W. MCCARTNEY, a research historian,is a grad-
uate of the College of William and Mary. She was
employed at the Virginia Research Center for
Archaeology for thirteen years and,as a historian,coor-
dinated the state’s archaeological National Register and
its review and compliance programs. From 1986 on,she
has worked as an independent scholar, providing
research support to Virginia’s archaeological communi-

ty. As a Colonial Williamsburg Foundation consultant,
she was project historian for the National Park Service’s
Jamestown Archaeological Assessment.She is the
author offour books, plus numerous published articles
and reports, and has received five historic preservation
awards. Her book, Jamestown Island:An American
Legacy, was chosen by the National Park Service as
“best in the field” in the book/cultural history category.
Virginia Immigrants and Adventurers, 1607-1635:A
Biographical Dictionary is her most recent
work.Published in association with the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources, 112 pages, 7 x 10;
45 b&w illustrations, 2 charts.
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4. In Virginia,landowners' property rights over-
power almost all other interests in what is on or under
the land.Only the Eminent Domain process can over-
ride those rights. Archeologists as a rule have neither
clout nor justification for invoking that law.

5. Section 106 and related laws protect fewer than
20% of sites being lost to us, and the other 80+% are
not protected. Most losses ofsites are due to floods,
erosion, mining, construction, deep plowing, etc.
Losses to relic-hunters are trivial in comparison.

So -- what can we (should we) do about it???
Here’s what I recommend,and I urge COVA to adopt
these ideas as policies!

1. The SHPO staff, with input from archeologists
and historians, should identify gaps in our knowledge of
prehistory and history. The gaps should be published in
question form as NEEDS to be met.Data sources to
fill the needs can be identified by type, area,etc. Where
many are known, they can be prioritized in line with
local wants, tourism,etc. All need not be saved,but their
data should be recorded prior to their loss. Survey and
testing missions are perfect for ASV, done with profes-
sional leadership. Star forts at RR bridges are examples
of multiple, identical sites. Must we save ALL of them? 
2. A State Plan should set forth the needs, how

they might be met,and how various agencies and peo-
ple in the state can help. Finding and evaluating sites
should have high priority in the plan,regardless ofsite
locations. Finding ways and means to tap those data
sources to get answers should be aggressive, flexible and
innovative. We archeologists recognize the needs and
the resources, so we should initiate needed actions.
Why hang back??  Doing so invites looters and/or loss
by neglect!

3. If an important site becomes threatened,sev-
eral options can be adopted,to wit: Buy the land to get
it into public or non-profit ownership;get owner to give
an easement;name the site as a State Archeological Site
(with the owner's concurrence);or rescue a site's data.
When a site is saved,a nearby person should be desig-
nated as a Steward and given official status/recognition.
Local historical society or ASV members perhaps??

4. When the option involves rescue, other cours-
es appear: getting the owner to pay the costs (mini-
mized by using volunteers); setting up field schools
open to the public, who will pay a fee:finding a bene-
factor to underwrite the costs;having ASV local mem-
bers rescue what they can,with a local professional
overseeing the work and its eventual publication pro
bono.

5. Meanwhile, COVA members, acting individual-
ly, can publicize archeology via lectures, exhibits, news
items, sites open to visitors and volunteers, etc. We
need public support for our work, if we are to get any-
where with it. We must include local politicians, too,
since many will be legislators later on....or even be elect-
ed Governor.

6. Identify active collectors in your home areas and
make them your friends. Enlist them in ASV and invite
them to help on your projects. You'd be surprised how
many will jump at the chance to become involved in
professionally-run projects. I had much success along
those lines in the past,and I converted some to be reli-
able workers. Some even developed ability to run their
own projects and publish results;to wit,. Bill Buchanan,
Gene Jones, Lanier Rodgers, Dick Marshall, Dick
Gravely, Charlie Herndon, Jim Livesay, Wes Winfrey,
Eleanor Holt,Vivien Mitchell,John Wells, Dale Collins,
Harry Jaeger, O. D. Valliere, et al. Also, over the years,
I provided initial project experience to several recent
college grads, to wit: Gerald Smith,Joe Benthall,Dean
Johnson,Nick Coleman,and Wayne Clark.

7. COVA and DHR should adopt the above ideas
and announce them as policies. Members of COVA
should be encouraged to contribute to archeology by
doing some pro bono work annually in their own locales
and on their personal research projects. Doing so
marks true professionalism!

8. As part of the above, each COVA member can
find, train and lead about ten volunteer disciples in a
variety ofprojects. As a result,Virginia would shortly
have about 600 dependable, dedicated workers
statewide, on call for projects. All should join ASV and
take part in the Training-Certif ication program.
Everyone gains, nicht wahr?
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C A L E N D A R

May 19,2007
COVA SPRING MEETING

Mount Vernon,VA
w w w. c ova - i n c. o rg

October 11 - 14,2007
ASV ANNU AL MEETING

Williamsburg, VA
w w w. a s v - a rch e o l ogy. o rg

October 26-28,2007
CNEHA ANNU AL MEETING

Buffalo, NY
w w w. s m c m . e d u / A c a d e m i c s / s o a n / c n e h a / h o m e. h t m

October 31 -
November 3,2007

SEAC ANNU AL MEETING

Knoxville, TN
w w w. s o u t h e a s t e rn a rch a e o l ogy. o rg

November 8 - 11,2007
ESAF ANNU AL MEETING

Burlington,VT
w w w. e s a f - a rch e o l ogy. o rg

November 28 - 
December 2,2007

AAA ANNU AL MEETING

Washington,DC
w w w. a a a n e t . o rg

January 9 - 12,2008
SHA ANNU AL MEETING

Albuquerque, NM
w w w. s h a . o rg

March 26 - 30,2008 
SAA ANNU AL MEETING

Vancouver, BC Canada
w w w. s a a . o rg



Vir ginia Archaeologistis published twice a year in the spring and fall. The
success ofthis publication depends on contributions from Virginia’s
archaeological community. Deadline for submissions for the Fall issue
is October 1,2007. Please send news items, announcements, publica-
tions/book reviews or current research to: Jennifer Strong Ebbert,
jmjstrong@earthlink.net

Jennifer Strong Ebbert, NEWSLETTEREDITOR

Attend CoVA’s Spring Meeting!
1PM SATURD AY, M AY 19TH

Our next meeting is scheduled
for May 19th at 1pm at Historic
Mount Vernon.Your families are wel-
come to tour the estate, museums, and
grounds for free during our meeting.
Or if you would like to tour the estate
before the meeting, arrangements can
be made. In either case, if you would
like to tour, please contact me in
advance.

Following the COVA meeting,
we will be offering a tour ofthe grist-
mill and brand new distillery. After
the tour, around 5pm,we hope you
will join us in celebrating the new dis-
tillery with food and spirits!

Have you paid your 2007 CoVA dues!  
Checks should be made out to CoVA for the amount of
$20 (full) or $15 (associate).
Send to: Mik e Madden

George Washington & Jefferson National Forest
5162 Valleypointe Parkway

Roanoke, VA 24019
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DRIVING DIRECTIONS
Visit this link for directions,

www.mountvernon.org/visit/plan/index.
cfm/pid/29/

Park in the visitor’s lot and walk up to the Main
Gate where we will direct you to the meeting
room.


